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Students of mathematical physics will be especially interested in the 
elegant forms here given to Kepler's First Law, the theorems of Gauss and 
Stokes the two fundamental electro-magnetic equations of Maxwell Green's 
theorem, the solenoidal condition, the lomellar condition, and numerous other 
formulae. The determinantel expressions for curl for vector product, and 
for certain scalar products are very attractive. 

The size of the volume, as it stands, is excellently adapted to the needs 
of graduate students in physics. When, however, it comes to a second 
edition the author might find it wise to add a little more " connective tissue." 
For in discussions of this type it is very easy for every trace of physical 
meaning to drop out and leave nothing but bare equations — unless inter- 
pretation is insisted upon either by author or teacher. 

1 f it were not considered " going over to the enemy," a chapter on the 
symbolic method employed in the treatment of alternating currents would 
prove useful and attractive. 

The style of the book is clear and altogether admirable. It is to be hoped 
that it may soon receive an English translation. On page 72, the printer 
has inserted a gratuitous r, thus transforming a distinguished Irish name 
(Fitzgerald) into perfect German vernacular. 

Henry Crew. 



Immanuel Kant, ein Bild seines Lebens und Denkens. Von Dr. Max 
Apel. Mit einem Bildnis. Ein Gedenkblatt zum hundertjahrigen 
Todestage des Weltphilosophen. Berlin : Conrad Skopnik. 1904. 
Pp. viii, 102. 

Kant said in his younger years when teaching his students : ''Philosophy 
cannot be learned, for there is no absolute, sure, and universally recognised 
philosophy. What we can learn, however, is philosophising, viz., we can 
render clear with a critical spirit the problems in their whole significance and 
importance." Our author, Dr. Max Apel, adds : " The old master's voice 
went out from the narrow lecture room into the world and still sounds forth 
through centuries. Kant has become the philosophical teacher of mankind, 
but he is not only an incomparable educator in philosophical thinking, he not 
only makes clear heads and hearts, he is not only the bold revolutionary, but 
also a powerful creator of new conditions, the thoughtful center of the sciences 
of human knowledge and action. His philosophy is not the philosophy, not 
the truth but it teaches the way to truth. For this reason, one studies Kant's 
writings more seriously than ever, and must let them pass in spite of all their 
unavoidable implications and unsolved difficulties." 

In the evening of his life, Kant uttered the proud melancholy words : 
" I have come with my writings a century too soon. Only after a hun- 
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dred years will I be properly understood, and then my books will be studied 
and allowed to stand." 

" This prophecy," says Dr. Apel, " is partly true, partly wrong. There 
are many who now believe they understand Kant properly, but every one 
has his Kant and every one's Kant is a reflection of his own self." 

In the present pamphlet Dr. Apel first reviews briefly the life of Kant — 
parentage, school and university life, his years as tutor and magister, and 
finally as professor, his success, his troubles with the censors and his death 
(1-18). 

The second chapter introduces us to Kant's personality, his appearance, 
his character, the circle of his acquaintances, his relation to State and Church 

(18-33). 

The second part of the book is devoted to Kant's philosophy, his pre- 
critical writings (37-52), his conversion to criticism (53-59), then his Critique 
of Pure Reason (60-83) of which he gives his usual careful analysis (84-97). 
The last chapter, which is perhaps too short, discusses Kant's moral phil- 
osophy. 

Kant's Critique of Judgment has been passed over with the mere reference 
that it exercised a great influence upon Goethe. 

The pamphlet contains as a frontispiece, a reproduction of a painting 
by an unknown artist discovered in 1897 at Dresden, representing Kant in 
his fifties, the time when he wrote the Critique of Pure Reason. 

Dove Si Va? Appunti Di Psichologia Politica. Del N. Fornelli. Napoli: 
Luigi Pierro Tip, Editori. 1903. Pp. 235. Price, 3 Lire. 

The question, Whither? {Dove Si Vat), when applied to society, is, 
of course, a most difficult one to answer. Social prophecy has not yet been 
reduced to a science. The opinion expressed in this book, however, is that 
we are headed towards a revolution unless the ruling classes curb quickly 
and effectually the social malcontents whose hostility to the state is expressed 
in contempt for the political powers that be, and in daring to proclaim a 
social order based on human brotherhood. 

The author attempts to account for the failing powers of modern liberal 
and parliamentary governments. They are due, he thinks, to the confession 
and ambiguity of the ideas entertained by those in authority, and to the 
inadequate means employed with respect to desired ends, namely, the preser- 
vation and perpetuation of existing forms of government. At present, the 
State is entirely too lenient toward enemies of the social order these " new 
Jacobites," who are for the most part selfish fomenters of trouble, or deluded 
idealists. 

Socialism is the main object of attack in the book. It has been thought 



